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Mr. Madison"; and they defied Talleyrand to send a memorial to the United States.1
Disgusted with these indirect and furtive methods, Marshall insisted on writing Talleyrand on the subject that the envoys had been sent to France to settle. "I had been for some time extremely solicitous'5 that such a letter should be sent, says Marshall. "It appears to me that for three envoys extraordinary to be kept in Paris thirty days without being received can only be designed to degrade & humiliate their country & to postpone a consideration of its just & reasonable complaints till future events in which it ought not to be implicated shall have determined France in her conduct towards it. Mr* Gerry had been of a contrary opinion & we had yielded to him but this evening he consented that the letter should be prepared." 2 i Nevertheless Gerry again objected.8 At last the Paris newspapers took a hand. "It was now in the power of the Administration [Directory],5* says Marshall, "to circulate by means of an enslaved press precisely those opinions which are agreeable to itself & no printer dares to ptiblish an examination of them.55
"With this tremendous engine at its will, it [the Directory] almost absolutely controls public opinion on every subject which does not immediately affect the interior of the nation. With respect to its designs against America it experiences not so much difficulty as .. .would have been experienced had not
1  Am. St. Prs., For. ReL, ii, 163-64.
2  Marshall's Journal, Nov. 4, 31.             * /&., 31,